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foreword 

A raised eyebrow, a curl ed lip, a wink of the eye. 
Al l it takes is a clever stroke of t he G-pe1111 to 
ii nstantly change a m.anga character's mood fromt 
one extreme t o the other: g lad to sad, sneaky to 
shy, angry to embarras.sed. 

!In Manga Moods: 40 Faces + 80 Phrases, artist Sa,o r~ 

Takar.ai presents a s.e·r ies of f ull-color drawings to 
show j ust how these t ransformations take place. 

!In addition, each of the faciial expressions its labeled 
with t he Engllit sh and Japanese words for the mood 
being depicted, al,ong w itt h Japanese conversational! 
phrases and their translations .. The phrases are 
romanized for easy learning, and at t he back of 
the book you'lll find handy charts of ·the hiragana 
phonetic alphabet that you can use to t ranscribe t he 
romanized words into authentic Japanese writ ing. 

Much more than a collecti,on of cute characters, 
.Manga. Moods provides you a fresh new way of 
!looking-and laughing-.at life. 



For the convenience of our readers, the phrases. 
iin this book have been roman ized rather than 
written ~ 1n traditiional japanese script. We have 
used a simplified form of t he Hepburn method of 
romanization, tlhe s.amte system that is used by t lhe 
Library of Congre·ss in the United States and many 
governmental agencie·s in Japan. Words are spelled 
iin a way that allows English speakers. ·to pronounce 
japanese wiith e.ase. 

The Japanese language· has five vowels: 

a as in ah; i as in we; u as ir n soon; e as ~ n get; 
and o as in old 

Long vowels are written in this book as aa, ii, uu, 
e and o. 

Consonant sounds are virtually the same as those 
heard in English, witlh the followii1ng notable excep
tions. The "f1 sound iis considerably softer in japa
nese t han in Eng lish. And the "I" sound is almost 
nonexistent in japanese, witlh a Japanese approx~ 

lmation fal llii1ng somewhere between a "d'1 and an "r" 
to Eng l ish-tra~ ned ears, and roman~zed with an "r.n 



Energetic 
--. 

iJ) ~ tf "J {Kappa t s u) 



Grumpy 



i:)'b) L":) (okashii) 



Tearful 

fJ't:J:.l,~~ (kanasl"ii) 
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1 f:;.iJ:StJ l ~~ (utagawashii) 



Irritable 

-

\t 'lJrf> (iya) 



Concerned 

L/vt!lt~ (sh impai} 



Frightened 
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c * c'"'1 ( t 0 m ad 5 ) 



Bewi dered 

jjtJ1:' Q (awateru) 



[; L /v (j i s h i r ) 



Sad 



/ 

i /v ~" \ ( m a 1'1 z o k u ) 



Coy 

b ~'" C £; 'l ~ ~ ( w a z a t o r a s h · i ) 





Defiant 

~ ~ 1-"i:t /v"( "$ (chosenteki) 



Disappointed 

iJl-? iJ) fJ ( g a k k a r i) 



' .. lvrs (genki) 



Gloomy 

\ t; ~ ~ (kura·) 



Sneaky 

• 



t;! n t: ( b are t a) 



Embarrassed 

0 

ti.,ir~ l V:) (hazukashii) 



Angry 

Watashi no ho 
ga kanojo yori 
kawaii yo~ 

I'm MUCH cuter 
than she is! 



Dumb truck 



Troubled 

Jfl ~ ~) lJ ~ (yak k a i) 



1:'tl\ ~lJ~ (terekusai) 





Woeful 

0 i5/v {hi san) 



Emotiona 

iJ)Jv(;~Jj1:'~ (kanjoteki) 



alicious 

\ .., 
\ :9 

j; \ ~ l {akui) 



Doubtful 

kl>/v (fuan) 



Seepy 



Ce ebratory --

~ "("" f:;_ l. l ( m e d e t a i ) 



Nervous 

L/vG}t.~ L"J (shinkeis~itsu} 



• 

.:. ")b.,~") {koiwazurai) 

Wataslhi ga ikiteru 
koto shitteru no 
kashira. 

I doubt he knows 
I'm even alive. 



Preoccu p · ed 



Uncomfortable 
j 

G 



Comfortable 



Happy 

~~;b~ (shiawase) 



Asleep 



The Japanese wrij ting system consiists of three 
scripts: hiraga.na, which is used for phonetic 
spelliings. of Japanese words, as wellll as participles, 
p refixes and suffixes; ka.takana, for words of 
fore ign onigiin; and kanji, the complex ~Chine·se 

characters that represent the vast majority of 
words used in japanese. (When the language is. 
romanized, as iit is in t lhi s book, it ils sa ild to lbe 
written in romaji.) 

japanese t ransllations ·of the mood keywords (lhap
py, sad, perky, grumpy, etc .. ) in this book are writ
ten ~ n both hiragana .and romaji. The charts on t lhe 
following page·s show t lhe· 46 bas ic hiragana 
characters, as welll as t hei r modified sounds. 

Manga enthusiasts who wa1nt to learn more .about 
hiragana, katakana and kanji should take a look 
at Kana de Mang.a and the multiple-vo!IU!me 
Kanji de Mang.a series, allll of wh ilch are 
ava~ llable botlh as uadit ilonal books and ebooks. 



The 46 Basic Hi ragan a Characters 
Each character represents one syllable. 

d; a "~ I 
> ~ t3o '1 u A e 

iJl ka ~ ki < tt ke 
";111'1 

KU ~ ko 

~ sa L S~l T su ~se :t so 

f=. ta 't cnr ""J tsu ~te C to 

~na t=. ni iJ.. Ylu 'tlne (/) no 

~i ha O h, ~fu ~he ti ho 

* rna ~mi fi mu ti) me b mo 
~ya $ vu ~ yo 

t, ra t) ri Q ru h re ;s. ro 

b wa ~ 0 

/v n 



Contracted H iragana 

A smaU ~. '1J or J:: can be added to any hiragana 
character that ends in an "i" vowel (except for the 
character~ \ itself) to form a contracted sound, 
as indicated here. 

'&" ~kya '&" ~ kyu '&"~ kyo 

L~sha L ~-;hu L~ sho 

't ~thcl 'lj ~chu 'lj ct tho 

~~~nya t~~ nyu ~:~ nyo 

l).sphya 'O$hyu '0 J:: hyo 

~JfJrnya ~$myu ~,; myo 

f) ~rya ~ ~ ryu 9 ~ ryo 

'&"""'{' gya ~"@gyu ~"~ gyo 

l: {Jja C: $ ju C: ~ jo 

l.J~oya l.J$ byu l.J~ byo 

(}~pya (j\~ pyu (j\ J: pyo 



Two- Dash and One- Circle Hiragana 

To modify the sounds of certain hiragana, t he 
Japanese add two small dashes (called dakuten) 
or a tiny cirde (called a handakuten) to the 
characters, as shown here. 

t)" ji 
-r tt 
u· bi 

\'~ gu 

-F 
'1 zu 

"~ 

":) zu 

~bu 

~pu 

~j'ge 

~ze 

-c'de 
~~ 

~be 

0 

-"pe 

c" do 

t~'bo 

~£po 



SAORI TAIKARAI is a staff member at Nippon 
Engine·ering College ii1n Tokyo, the same schooll 
where she earned her degree in .art and graphic 
de·sign. 

Her delightful il lustrations have been featured 
ii n several Manga. University works, including 
.Manga. Sisters, which she creat ed together 
with her sister Mis.ato; the magical and mystiicall 
Manga Tarot; and the long-.awaiited sequel to this 
book, Manga Moods, Too. 

Most of t he time, slhers in a. good mood .. A_ A 



Index of Moods 

Angry 

Apprehensive 

Asleep 

Bewildered 

Celebratory 

Comfortable 

Concerned 

Confident 

Confused 

Coy 

Defiant 

Disappointed 

Doubtful 

Dumbstruck 

Embarrassed 

Emotional 

Energetic 

Frightened 

Giddy 

Gloomy 

Grumpy 
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Happy 

Irritable 

Jumpy 

Lovesick 

Malicious 

Nervous 

Perky 

Preoccupied 

Sad 

Satisfied 

Shy 

Sleepy 

Sneaky 

Stern 

Suspicious 

Tearful 

Troubled 

Uncomfortable 

Woeful 
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